POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY    SITUATION

Colonel Casado: Allow me to point out that even if these
provisions are in our ports, it would not even be
possible to secure the supplies you mention, because
we lack means of transport. The Railway has a
capacity of 800 tons. Provisions and bread for the
civil population of Madrid and the Central Army,
calculated with the greatest economy, means a
thousand tons a day. It would be necessary,, there-
fore, to supplement railway transport of this supply
with lorries. But the shortage in these is terrible.
Moreover, we lack spare parts, accessories and par-
ticularly tyres.

Prime Minister: What do you think about the situation
from the military point of view?

Colonel Casado: We are completely abandoned by those
powers whose duty it was to help us, and our means of
importation of war material and provisions are closed.
It would be necessary, if we are to continue fighting,
to do so with the means we already have. Our war
industries were reduced by seventy per cent by the
fall of Catalonia, and having no raw materials we can
do nothing. As I say, we lack all provisions. Though
the harvest in our zone has been got in Madrid is
without reserve food deposits, and should the enemy
achieve the cutting of communications with Levant,
as they intend to do, we should have to surrender
within forty-eight hours, or die of hunger, with the
serious risk that mass fear might produce a real
catastrophe. Moreover, there is the possibility that
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